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If you seek a little slower pace, a higher
quality of life and unlimited recreaftion...
Dillon and Southwest Montana is for you!

ABOUT DILLON, MONTANA:

Dillon, Montana is an economically stable and friendly
and easy poing town of about 4,500 residents. It is the seat
of Beaverhead County, Montana's largest county, and
offers a rich history, diversified economy, and exceptional

cutdoor recreation!
| Dillon iz located between
Butte and the Idaho Bor-

der along I-135 at the junction of Montana Hwy

41 and Hwy 278.

Fortune smiled on the company of Lewiz and
2 Clark as they traveled through this area look-

ing for a way west. Three generations later, the

Bl at the Big Hole. Along the scenic byways,
abundant wildlife and historic towns, youll find country with a lasting role in the

scttling of the western frontier.

Dillon started as a ranching town when the railroad

brought settlers to the Beaverhead Vallev in the late §
1300's.

The Utah and Northern Railroads brought in
many people from Monida Pass. The town was
named after the prezident of the Union Pacific
Railroad, Sidney Dillon. In 1869 sheep were
brought into the Beaverhead Valley, and quickly
turned Dillon into the largest wool shipping

point in Montana at the time. Cattle became

also a mMajor sounce of income for the c.ar:ly residents of Dillon when I:I'u:}' wers
introduced in 1863, which added substantially to the areas development. Miners
were also attracted to the area in
gearch of g-::-ld, gilver and much
more!

"

Southwest Montana. Our population iz comprised of many honest, hard working

Bven today, the western frontier is
definitely =still alive in Dillon, and
and genuinely friendly folks.

It has been documented that the economic climate in Dillon and Beaverhead
County, Montana remains steady amid rising fuel costs, etc. Dillon is the home

of numerous cottage industries and
small businesses as well as larger
employers such as Barrett Hospital
and Healthcare, University of Mon-
tana Western, Great Harvest Bread
Company Corporate Office, Patago-

nia Outlet, and Barrett Minerals,
just to name a few.




Dillon offers exceptional medical facilities, and
numerous community service organizations.
Basic servicez and retail stores are here, ex-
pand:d services & commercial airports are
within an easy 1 to 2 hour drive. The area's
immense cutdoors for Elalung, hunnng, CAMPInE

and related activities in the nearby mountain

ranges and scenic valleye. As a sparsely popu-
lated area, you will be amazed at how cazy it i= to get away from it all.

Area Climate is relatively
mild by Montana stan-
dards with low rainfall,
lots of zunny dayz and
fairly moderate tempera-
ture extremes. If you are
looking for a slower pace
of life, no traffic conges-

tion, loaw crime rates and

love the outdoors Dillon can be a zatisfying place to live.

About Beaverhead County, Montana:

Beaverhead County is Montana's largest county by
area, covering 3,342 square miles. Approx. 2/3 of
the land area contained in Beaverhecad County is
comprized of public lands, including Beaverhead

Deer Lodge National Forest, Burcau of Land Man-

B v e e e =S 3 CiETILETIE and State of Montana Lands. Beaverhead
County iz the 24th most populous county in the
State of Montana, with an estimated 8,804 resi-
dents as of July 1st, 2007. Average population

density for Beaverhead County is 1.7 persons

per square mile! Beaverhead County is the top
cattle-producing county in Montana, making agriculture
one of the staples of the county's economy. Beaverhead
County iz also home to Bar-
one of the

| retts Minerals,

world's largest tale mines.
Gold and precious gemstones
ars alzo mined in Beaverhead

County.

Dillon is known as the eco-
nomic center for the
Southwest Montana re-
gion, ]:u:ing the largcat city
in a 60 mile radius, with
diverzified services and re-

q
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serving
southern Butte -Silver
Bow County, Western

Southern

Madison, and



Jefferson Counties. Dillon iz also home to the

University of Montana-Western. p——

Topography of Beaverhead County ranges from B

rugged alpine peaks in it many mountain rang-
es, to lush river bottom pastures alﬂng the many
ereek and river drainages, which constitute the

origin and headwaters to the Mizsouri river.

The Beaverhead Valley iz located at approx. 1
'-‘ mile above zea level, offers a very mild climate and

| cazy transportation access via Interstate Highway,

State Highways, and Rail. The Beaverhead Valley
iz bisected ]:I:_-' the Beaverh=ad River, with lush river
bottom farme and ranches, surrounding "benches”

are home to highly productive irrigated farm lands.

The Beaverhead County Airport fcatures paved
runway extending & 300 fest, and iz commonly visited by large corporate jet

aircraft as well as other light aireraft.

The Grasshopper Valley iz this arcas 4-scason reere-

ation destination! The "Upper Graszshopper Valley” is
home to Maverick Mountain Ski Area, az well as
Elkhorn Hot Springs, numerous large cattle ranches
and many scazonal and full time residential and reere-

ational homes. The Grasshopper Valley iz the gateway

to the Pionesr Moun-W&R =
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tains, where

limitleas recreational opportunities await.

The Big Hole Valley, in the extreme western por-
tion of Beaverhead County, iz a high clevation
mountain valley comprized primarily of large

wcu*k:i.ng cattls ranches.

The Big Hole River originates in the south-
ern edge of thiz valley and flows North to
Wiadom, Easterly to Wise River and Divide,
Montana, turning scuth to Melrose and
E:i.na]l:; caat:rl:.' and nn:-r’th:rl}' to Twin
Bridges to form 1/3 of the confluence of the
Jefferzon River. The Big Hole River iz one

D:E thi:' Gﬂ!.:r' Llﬂ-d.immi:d rivers in t..s'.l.: ].D"..".‘El‘

48 states. The Big Haole ‘.-’ali::,-' iz also home to the Jackson Hot Springs Ln:u:lg:!

] The Centennial Valley in the extreme

southern area of Beaverhcad County is

a very sparscly populated and zcaszon-
ally accessible area, and iz comprized
primarily of larpe zummer pasture
ranches for livestock which winter in
the Beaverhead or other nearby valleys.
Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge, which is com-
prized of over 40,000 acres, iz home to the rare Trum-
peter Swan, is alzo located in the Centennial Valley. Sl
Other sparsely populated valleys in Southern Beaver- §
head County include the Big Sheep Creek Basin, Medi- §
cine Lodge Valley and Horse Prairic Valley, cach of

which are priman'l}' farm and ranch areas.

Explore Southwest Montana. You may come to play, and decide to stay!
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